
Greetings Church Family, 

What a gloriously beautiful Monday it was. I hope you had a wonderful weekend. I have enjoyed 
"seeing" some of you via Zoom and Facebook, and I have enjoyed talking to some of you on the phone. 
I am pleased to say that, as far as I know, everyone is our faith family is doing well and those who were 
sick/injured are on the road to recovery. Please be in prayer for all the employees of Tyson, which is a 
virus hotspot right now. Also be in prayer for employees and residents of Wilkes Health and Rehab 
(formerly Wilkes Senior Village Rehab - facility at the top of the hill) as they now have 3 positive resi-
dents and one positive employee. For all who have loved ones in assisted living facilities this is a highly 
stressful time, so let us be mindful of showing our love and care for employees, residents and family 
members.  

In other news: Yesterday was "Announcement Day" for The United Methodist Church and I am so 
thankful to announce that I have been reappointed as your pastor for another year. I love you, this con-
gregation, and this community, so I am excited to be able to carry that love into another year. Tim and I 
feel so honored to be able to serve God through our call into ordained ministry but we also have under-
stood from the beginning that living our call as a clergy couple would come with challenges. We will 
face one of those challenges on July 1, 2020 when Tim is reappointed from First UMC North Wilkesboro 
to serve as the pastor of First UMC Lincolnton. While we have been blessed to be able to serve so close 
to one another for most of our careers, we have always known we might someday need to serve apart 
as the Bishop and his Cabinet attempt to place us in areas best fitted with our giftedness. Lincolnton, 
NC is approximately 1.5 hours from Wilkesboro and will thus require Tim to reside in Lincolnton part of 
the week while I remain here. While we know this will be a challenge, we also know to trust in God's 
timing and in God's plan, and we feel confident that God will provide the strength, wisdom, and endur-
ance to make this change fruitful for our churches as well as our marriage.  

As we move forward, I know that we all dream of the day when we can gather in person to worship 
again, but I thank you for your patience and understanding that we want to keep our family as safe as 
possible. While attending church has historically been the way we show our love to God and one anoth-
er - in this time of global pandemic and as Wilkes County cases rise - staying home is what love looks 
like. The image of God, Jesus, and God's chosen servants is frequently described as that of a shepherd. 
If we look at John 10:11 or at Ezekiel 34 we see clearly what a good shepherd is known for - protecting 
the flock, keeping them safe, healing sickness/injury, providing nourishment, comfort, guidance, and 
above all - a willingness to lay aside his/her own life to make all these things happen. Your leadership at 
WUMC is seeking to be good shepherds over our flock and we thank you for trusting us to do so.  

I do hope you will find some way to remain connected to the church community whether by email, 
calls, mail, social media, Zoom, YouTube or any new idea you might have... 

Remember: My daily video devotions and sermons are on YouTube 

We have Zoom Wednesday Night Bible Study.  Please contact the church office to obtain the direct 
meeting link for the class.  This week we will study John 14:1-14. 

and I am always available if you need me - just call or text 336-293-3697. 

Have a blessed week, stay home, stay healthy, 
Pastor Karen 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafFXOVZaBcXfBaEdjXSuMQ
http://wilkesboroumc.com/clientimages/27250/may%203%202020%20sermon.the%20good%20shepherd%20(003).pdf

