
Hi church family, 

I hope you are having a lovely Friday and anticipate a warm weekend to sit on 
the front porch and rest in the safety of your homestead. Our Bishop, Paul Lee-
land, has issued a guidance for moving forward in Phase 1 and 2 as North Caro-
lina begins to re-open and among his guidelines was a reminder that in Phase 1 
we are still under "stay at home" orders, yet the number of reasons we are al-
lowed to leave our home has increased. As I often say, however, just because 
we can do something doesn't mean we should. Most of us have watched as the 
number of COVID-19 cases in our immediate area have steadily increased and we 
know from Thursday's press releases that those numbers are anticipated to go 
higher in the next several days as testing increases. Of particular note is the fact 
that some of the positive tests have been on people who show no symptoms of 
the illness. Just because we can leave our home for more reasons does not 
mean we should. If you must leave, please remember to wear a mask, wash 
your hands frequently, and keep at least 6 feet away from others. 

Bishop Leeland has asked that we continue to refrain from in-person worship 
until at least May 31, 2020.  In the meantime, we will continue to offer worship 
via Livestream on Facebook, video on YouTube, and mailings for those without 
computer access. We will also continue Sunday School and Bible Study via 
Zoom. Please be assured that as we eventually find ways to begin gathering 
again, we will continue to offer all of these forms of worship so that if you feel 
safest remaining home you can do so and still participate fully in our communi-
ty of faith.  

If you haven't tried Zoom yet, I encourage you to do so - it is quite easy.  Please 
contact the church office to obtain the direct meeting link or the specific phone 
number to join Jan Taylor on Sunday morning for Sunday school at 10 a.m.  It's 
that simple!  Then join us on Facebook for live worship at 11 a.m. - this week 
we will celebrate the Holy Spirit as an abiding place of God's love.  

One last note for Administrative Council Members - please watch your email on 
Monday for an announcement about a called meeting (we will hope to do this 
meeting by Zoom and call-in participation). We will be discussing re-opening 
guidelines and safety plans.  

Have a beautiful weekend, brothers and sisters. Stay home, stay healthy, 
God bless, 
Pastor Karen 
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