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PASTOR’S NOTE 
One of the questions I am most frequently 
asked is, “What do we need to do to grow 
our church?” It is a good question although 
slightly misguided. First, we must remem-
ber that this isn’t “our” church: this is 
Christ’s church. Scripture never commands 

Christ’s church to grow worship attendance above 
200 or to create experiences that will draw the mass-
es to participate in programs and ministries. To say, 
“Let’s grow OUR church” causes us to take on a very 
egocentric view of ourselves as the primary source of 
a community’s needs.  

However, when we reframe the directive and say, 
“What do we need to do to grow Christ’s church?” 
suddenly the answer is much more clear. Scripture 
does command us to grow Christ’s church by show-
ing the world their need for a savior. We primarily do 
this by proclaiming Good News to a world over-
whelmed by “bad news” cycles. We also do this 
when we follow the command to “Go make disci-
ples…” as we help the community grow deeper in 
their faith and dependence upon God.  

So, Wilkesboro UMC, what do we need to do to grow 
Christ’s Church? This will be the primary question 
every ministry and leadership team will be asked 
when setting goals and programs for 2019 and be-
yond. The reality is that no matter what goal we set 
our success will depend upon our ability to connect 
the goal to the people in our community. 

We must build relationships with our community in 
ways that communicate what we offer that will help 
them to learn of and experience God and thus grow 
Christ’s church. A recent survey of households in a 
three-mile radius of Wilkesboro UMC identified six 
program preferences that folks say are very im-
portant to them when seeking a place to belong.  

One way we can connect with our community is to 
ensure we do these six preferences with excellence 
and invite them to join us in the endeavor. What are 
they looking for?  

1. Warm and friendly encounters   

2. Quality sermons   

3. Adult social activities   

4. Traditional Worship Experiences   

5. Opportunities for volunteering in the community   

6. Holiday programs/activities 

You might notice that we already offer all six of these 
program preferences so there is no need for us to 
create something new to grow Christ’s church. We 
simply need to make sure that we do all of these 
things with excellence and dedication, keeping in 
mind that we do them not for our own sake but for 
the sake of fostering an invitational environment in 
which others will come to know Jesus.  

May we go into this New Year with new goals to 
bring Christ to our community and our community to 
Christ.  
 ~ Pastor Karen 

2018 LAITY SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS 
Congratulations to Donnie and 
Angila Thornton for receiving 
the 2018 Laity Service Award for 
Wilkesboro UMC. This award is 
sponsored by the Appalachian 
District of The United Methodist 

Church and is given to the person or persons who 
exemplify servant leadership in the church and com-
munity. Each year several of our wonderful lay serv-
ants are nominated and while all are worthy of 
awards there is usually one or two people who stand 
out as having gone above and beyond the call in their 
service. This year Donnie and Angila were chosen for 
their willingness to give their hearts to the youth and 
children of Wilkesboro UMC. Donnie has been a 
faithful youth volunteer for many years and when 
the need arose for a new youth leader this year he 
was the first to step up and volunteer. He currently 
serves as our Director of Youth, teaches Youth Sun-
day School, and leads our Youth Advisory Council. He 
also volunteers beyond our walls as a leader in the 
Boy Scouts and is a volunteer firefighter.  Angila not 
only serves alongside Donnie as Director of Youth but 
she is also the co-chair of Children's Ministry where 
she oversees Sunday School for Children as well as 
leading our Wednesday evening J.A.M. kids program. 
Anyone who was present at VBS this year could see 
not only Angila's love for the children but their love 
for her as each day they ran to her for hugs and 
laughters. Donnie and Angila are both members of 
the Praise singers at the 9am service and Angila occa-
sionally serves as worship leader as well. Together, 
Donnie and Angila are dedicated to God through the 
ministries of this church and beyond. Frequently 
when they hear of a need they are the first to step up 
and ask, "how can we help?". For these reasons, it 
was our pleasure to select them as our 2018 Lay 
Servants of the Year.   



all funds giving report 

12/02  $ 15,293.00 

12/09      

12/16  $ 19,701.47 

contact us 

Pastor: Karen Roberts 

karenroberts@wilkes.net 

Youth: Donnie & Angila Thornton 

dthornton7530@gmail.com 

Choir/Handbells: Jim Brooks 

jbrooks@wilkes.net 

Organist/Pianist: Cathy Freeman 

contact church office 

Secretary: Regina Koons 

wumcadmin@wilkes.net 

Treasurer: Glenda Pierce 

treasurer@wilkes.net 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY—UMW 
United Methodist Women had to cancel their Christmas get 
together in December due to the snow. 

We will have our induction of officers and present the budg-
et for 2019 at our January meeting which will be on January 8th since New 
Year’s is on the first Tuesday of the month. 

We will have our activities planned for the Christmas get together at this 
meeting also.  If you didn’t get your baby items to the Christmas Eve ser-
vice, then bring those to this meeting. 

We welcome all of our ladies to join us at 6:30pm to start our new year in 
fellowship and mission.  Come early and eat with the Men at 6:00pm.    
Happy New Year! 

MEN’S MINISTRY—UMM 
Since the first Tuesday of January is January 1st, the UMM will 
not meet until January 8th. The guest for the evening will be 
Mrs. Jennifer Snider, Executive Director of the Ruby Blackburn 

Adult Daycare Center. Also, the meeting will be the kickoff to another year 
of planning support for church and community projects. It's not too early to 
begin plans for annual golf tournament. The meeting and the meal will 
begin at 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  Remember, each month bring 

 

MISSION: SEWING BEE 
We have had another wonderful and productive year in 2018. We 
completed 1000 dresses, 1000 shorts, and 979 book bags. They have 
been distributed to many countries including Armenia, Swaziland, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Haiti, and also to a Navajo Indian reservation 

in New Mexico.  

Our next Sewing Bee is Saturday, January 5th from 8:30 to Noon. Come join 
us!  RSVP to tanyashire@aol.com or 336-927-0911.  To learn more visit 
wilkesboroumc.com under “Just For You”—>“Sewing Bee”. 

OLDER ADULT MINISTRY 
Join the Keenagers for the journey!  
§ Tuesday, January 1st at 11:30am, for lunch at Applebee's. 
§ Tuesday, January 15th meet at church 9:30am and carpool 

to Mayberry Market & Souvenirs (mayberrymarkets.com), Mill Creek 
General Store (www.millcreekgeneralstore.com) and more in Mt. Airy.  

HAND IN HAND 
The Hand In Hand Ministry of WUMC supports Moravian Falls Ele-
mentary School students and staff in various ways, such as Prayer 
Partners, Stuff the Bus, Make A Difference Day, Christmas Families 

and more.  Donations of toiletry items are requested to supply the guidance 
counselor's hygiene unit in January.  And volunteers will be needed for up-
coming events such as Jump Rope for Heart, school Book Fair and Spring 
Cleanup.  If you are interested in becoming involved with this ministry, 
please contact Jane Joines 336-838-8011. 

If a decision is made 
to cancel or alter 
meeting times, it will 
be posted via: TV-

WXII; Radio-WIFM, WKBC, 
WWWC; Facebook and Phone 
message when possible. 

AMEN CORNER  

Your loving actions really lifted me up after my fall on December 1st. 
Thank you for the phone calls and text messages and the delicious food 
and all your prayers.  Joel and I deeply appreciate your love and support. 
Thanks again for everything. 
 ~ Lois Dills 

Administrative Council meeting 

minutes and Treasurer Reports  

are available in the Sanctuary  

narthex and on our website  

(via the Newsletter link). 



CHILDREN’S  
MINISTRY 
Pre-K through 
5th grade aged 

children are encouraged to  

participate in Children’s Church   

- Blessing of the Children during 
Sunday worship services,  

Sunday School in classrooms 

below the sanctuary at 10am 

AND 
J.A.M. (Jesus And Me)  

group meets each Wednesday at 

6:30pm for mission projects,  
bible studies, & fun activities. 

Sunday School  
@ 10am 

Donnie Thornton 

Wednesday Nights  
@ 6:30pm 

Bible Study + Discussion 

MISSION: RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
Annually, Wilkesboro United Methodist participate with 
Rise Against Hunger (RAH), a non-profit international relief 
organization that provides food to the world’s most desti-

tute and hungry.  The meal program is used to target school feeding pro-
grams which promote education, encourage children to attend school, im-
prove the health and nutrition of students, address gender inequalities, spur 
economic growth, and combat child labor. Our goal is $6,800—>which will 
provide 20,088 meals.  Your gift to WUMC-memo: RAH and help with the 
Meal Packaging event on February 24th are welcomed.  
www.riseagainsthunger.org.  
Ą RAH meals are highly nutritious dehydrated meals comprised of rice, soy, 
vegetables, and 23 essential vitamins and minerals. Each meal contains 
60% of the daily total of vitamin A and iron, and 50% of the daily total of 
iodine. 

Ą Lack of Vitamin A weakens the immune system, can cause blindness and 
leads to the death of 1 million infants each year.  More than 2 million chil-
dren have severe vision problems.  Nearly 500,000 will become blind each 
year.  Half of these children die within 12 months of losing their sight. 

Ą Iron deficiency is the most common form of malnutrition.  For children, 
the health consequences include premature birth, low birth weight, infec-
tion, anemia, physical and cognitive underdevelopment and elevated risk 
of death. 

Ą Iodine deprivation is the main cause of brain damage during early child 
development. 

  6 13 20 27 

  9a TBD       

11a TBD       

Acolyte  
& Crucifer 

  9a Angela Chavez Kaleb Thornton Seth Wilson Hannah Thornton 

11a Luke Shepard Caitlyn Summer Jenny Smithey Sailym Kilby 

Children’s 
Church & 
Nursery 

  9a TBD when needed TBD when needed TBD when needed TBD when needed 

11a Angela Summers 
Caitlyn Summers 

Luke Shepard 
Tammy Shepard 

Caitlyn Summers  
Susie Triplett   

Kim Hayes  
Luna Hayes  

Sunday 
School K-5 10a Angila Thornton TBD Susanna Chavez Angila Thornton 

 Ushers 
  9a TBD TBD TBD TBD 

11a John Henry Groce, Billy & Kay Hayes, Mike Roope 

 Media  
  9a Jerry Kilby, Kaleb Thornton, Seth Wilson 

11a Marcus Giles, Mike Reid 

  Upper Room Prayer 
  Center Ministry      
 Monday, 1/14: 8—10p   

Jim & Pat Day 

1 RAY BESHEARS, JIM DAY, BECKY LAKEY, RAY RICH; 2 KATHY BENFIELD, JACKIE 
MCENTIRE, RACHEL MILLER; 3 JIM DAVENPORT, CAROLINE RANDOLPH, LAURA 
SNYDER; 4 PAM WHITTINGTON; 5 HAILEY DILLS, HERB TAYLOR; 6 ROSIE DRUM, 
CHARLES WISE; 7 TRENTON GREENE, TREVOR GREENE, AIDYN HARKLESS;  

8 TERRI GROCE, LINDSAY WARD; 9 TOM KINLAW; 10 JOSEPH BUMGARNER,  
JOSHUA CECIL, TERRY PIERCE; 12 CYNTHIA STURDIVANT; 13 ANSLEY JOYCE, MISTY 
SMITHEY, PAUL SUMMERFORD II; 14 JEREMY DULL, ROB THORNBURG; 15 ASHLYN 
CHAVEZ, MODIO CHAVEZ II; 17 CATHY FREEMAN, SHIRLEY INSCORE; 18 STEPHEN 
DILLS, TERRY HAYES; 20 PAUL BARELSKI, JAKE SHEPARD; 22 STAN CLARK, CARY 
ROUSSEAU; 24 LEIGH COMBS, MOLLY KOLSTAD; 25 REBEKAH LAKEY, SONNY 
THOMAS III; 28 JOHN YORK; 29 JACK YARBROUGH; 30 VAN SOUTHER, CLAYTON 

WARD; 31 BILL ALEXANDER JR 

21 TODD & BETH HUBBARD; 27 KEN & KIM HAYES, TERRY & LEAH HAYES 

JANUARY CELEBRATIONS  

RECYCLE 
A recycling bin for  
plastic, steel, paper, and 
glass is located in the  
fellowship hall. 

Recycle greeting 
cards for Ebenezer 
Christian Children's 

Home by removing the card-front 
and placing in the UMW donation 
bin in the Education Bldg. 

Recycle your cancelled 
stamps! And place in 
the “Stamp Ministry” 

collection box located in the Edu-
cation Bldg. 

Vitally important—when trim-
ming stamps from the corner of 
the envelope, leave 1/4 or 1/3 of 
paper around the cancelled 
stamp. The only stamps that can-
not be used are metered postage 
and stamps that have been torn 
or wrinkled.   

MINISTRY SERVANTS  



WILKESBORO  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

exists to share the good news of Jesus Christ,  
comfort the troubled and embrace God’s love.

Sundays 
  9:00am & 11:00am Worship 
10:00am Sunday School

Wilkesboro United Methodist Church  

309 W. Main Street / PO Box 197, Wilkesboro, NC  28697  

Office: (336)818-0552 * Mon.-Fri. 9am—3pm 

www.wilkesboroumc.com  
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P A I D 
permit #2 

wilkesboro nc 

JANUARY 2019 
1 Tue   New Year’s Day—Church Office Closed 

  10:00a Krafters 
  11:30a Keenagers—Luncheon, p. 2 
  NO UMW or UMM Meetings 
  7:30p Jubilate Ringers 

2 Wed 6:30p Programs, p. 4 
5 Sat 8:30a Mission: Sewing Bee, p. 2 
6 Sun 9:00a+ Worship + Sunday School, p. 4 
8 Tue 10:00a Krafters 

  6:00p UMM, p. 2 
  6:30p UMW, p. 2 
  7:30p Jubilate Ringers 

9 Wed 6:30p Programs, p. 4 
13 Sun 9:00a+ Worship + Sunday School, p. 4 
14  Mon   Martin Luther King Jr Day—Church Office Closed 

  8—10p The Upper Room Living Prayer Center Ministry 
15 Tue 9:30a Keenagers Daytrip, p. 2 

  10:00a Krafters 
  7:30p Jubilate Ringers 

16 Wed 6:30p Programs, p. 4 
20 Sun 9:00a+ Worship + Sunday School, p. 4 
22 Tue 10:00a Krafters 

  7:30p Jubilate Ringers 
23 Wed 6:30p Programs, p. 4 
27 Sun 9:00a+ Worship + Sunday School, p. 4 
29 Tue 10:00a Krafters 

  7:30p Jubilate Ringers 
30 Wed 6:30p Programs, p. 4 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS  
        tbd  Fellowship Supper 

6:30pm  J.A.M. Children 
6:30pm  Youth 

6:30pm  Adult Bible Study 
6:45pm  Carillonneurs 
7:45pm  Chancel Choir 

KRAFTERS meet weekly on Tuesdays in room, E-11, 
at 10am. Work on project(s) for church members 
that are home bound & the Hand In Hand ministry. 

KEENAGERS (Older Adults ministry) meet monthly 
for lunch on the 1st Tuesday and a daytrip on the 3rd 
Tuesday, plus participate in quarterly mission pro-
jects. Join the Keenagers for the journey!  

UMW (Women's ministry) and UMM (Men's minis-
try) meet on the 1st Tuesday for a meal, fellowship 
and program. 

SAVE THE DATES 

TUESDAYS 

When a decision is made to cancel or alter 
meeting times, it will be posted via the 

Facebook; and via email/phonetree when possible. 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 

February 4, 2019 

11am—3pm. A delicious array of soups with a grilled 

cheese sandwich and homemade desserts are 

served while participants play Bridge, Dominoes, 

Rook, etc.—Benefit for American Cancer Society. 

Hosted by WUMC Sharing the Flame. 

February 22, 2019 

7am—7pm. All you can eat pancakes, sausage, & 

bacon! Open to church family and friends in the 

community. Funds raised help support efforts within 

WUMC and our community.  

If you would like to get involved,  

sign-up with any Genesis SS Class member.  

February 24, 2019 

2pm. Meal Packaging Event. See page 3 for more 

information. Hosted by Missions Committee. 


