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The Witness
Monthly Newsletter of Wilkesboro United Methodist Church
FROM OUR PASTOR
Come Home for Christmas
In a recent demographic study of our area
of Wilkes County, participants identified
one of their greatest desires was to have a
sense of belonging. They want to be part of something
bigger than themselves and to have a purpose in their
life. As I read that report I naturally think, “Oh, they
need us. They need a church to call home.” The problem is, with fewer and fewer people identifying as
“Christian,” there are fewer and fewer people who
have had a good, stable experience with a church community. Simply put, they have never felt at “home” in
a church, or they had that sense of “home” shattered
by a bad experience and are hesitant to risk another
heartbreak.
This year our theme for Advent is “Come Home for
Christmas,” and it is built upon the idea that home is a
place of comfort and belonging that we all yearn for.
Yet, we also must acknowledge that while we yearn
for such a place, there are many reasons we also fear
such a place. As the great author Thomas Wolfe once
declared, “You Can’t Go Home Again.” We fear trying
to return home because we have been hurt before. Or,
maybe, we fear trying because we worry that it won’t
live up to our desires or expectations and we will be
disappointed…again.
I am writing this reflection as we kick off the first full
week of Advent. Yesterday we lit the Candle of Hope.
This coming Sunday we will light the Candle of Peace.
These sparks of light are meant to shine in our community as a beacon of belonging, a spotlight that
draws us like moths to a flame where we hope to find
that sense of belonging and comfort that we all yearn
for, especially at Christmas. We want our neighbors to
come to our church and feel like they are home.
So, now we must ask ourselves: Who do I know that
needs a place to belong…a place to call home…a place
to experience hope and peace, joy and love? But we
must also think beyond who we can invite to church.
We need to think about what they might fear in regards to that invitation. Will they fear seeking out a
home because their experience with “home” hasn’t
been a positive one? Will they fear seeking out a home
in which to belong because they worry such a place
will disappoint them? Reject them? Leave them on the
edges and never really accept them? Perhaps our biggest question is, “How do we help ease the fear of
coming home?”
I’ve been blessed to have spent a lot of time with my
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OLDER ADULT MINISTRY
Join the Keenagers this month for an
opportunity to fellowship on Tuesday,
December 14th @ 11:30am for lunch at
Dodge City Steakhouse in Wilkesboro.
Christmas Caroling is to be determined.
A CHRISTMAS EVE HOMECOMING
Come Home for Christmas as we gather
and celebrate our long held tradition of
Communion and Candlelight on Christmas
Eve at 6 p.m. in our Sanctuary.
*Face coverings are required.
CALLED CHARGE CONFERENCE
A called Charge Conference will be
held in the Sanctuary immediately
following worship at 10:45am on
Sunday, December 5th. The purpose
of this Charge Conference will be to vote on issues
involving our Charter with the Boy Scouts of America.
Administrative Council members are expected to
attend and others are welcome. Further information
will be sent to Ad. Council for review before the
meeting. The meeting should not take very long.
five-year-old niece and my four-year-old granddaughter this week and one thing I’ve noticed is when they
get anxious about not being in the comfort of home,
they cling to their moms fiercely. They need the comfort of another’s presence. Let’s start there. Don’t just
invite someone to church and expect them to go it
alone. Invite someone to church by promising to be
present with them as they take the risk of belonging
in a place they are unsure of and maybe even fearful
of. Arrange to pick them up and ride together to
church. Arrange to meet them in the parking lot so
they don’t have to walk in alone. Choose at least two
other people to introduce them to when they arrive.
Plan to reconnect later in the week to discuss their
experience and answer any questions they might
have.
Coming Home for Christmas can be a comfort, but it
can also induce anxiety. Let us do all we can to remember that beautiful line from the hymn O Little
Town of Bethlehem, “…the hopes and fears of all the
years are met in thee tonight.” Let us be the place
that eases fear and welcomes all to a place they can
call “home.”
In His Light,
Pastor Karen
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SEWING BEE
Two weeks early! We are able to end the production side of the
all funds giving report
Sewing Bee two weeks early. Our official end in our production year
10/31
$ 9,514.00
would be December 4th, the last Saturday Sewing Bee session of a
11/07
$ 6,609.40
normal year.
11/14
$ 10,326.00
Here are the results with the goal in ():
11/21
$ 8,344.25
 Dresses = 1000…….(1000)
 LuoPads = 4000…….(5200)
11/28
$ 3,896.35
 Shorts = 1000……...(1000)
 Backpacks = 100……(100)
Administrative Council meeting
 Bookbags = 2600….(2400)
minutes and Treasurer Reports
So
you
can see we met or exceeded each goal! Thanks to all!
are available in the Sanctuary
2022 production kicks off Sunday, December 5. So for the next 2 weeks I
narthex and on the website
(via the Newsletter page under
am planning to pad the pipelines for dresses and backpacks. And there are
“CHURCH BUSINESS”).
some piles that need attention, kinda like cleaning closets. Hopefully since
it is on the list to get done, it will get done and crossed off!
Distribution: I’m hoping we aren’t done yet this year! Kay Hayes is workPastor: Karen Roberts
(336)293-3697
ing with Rise Against Hunger to make arrangements to pick up another
karenroberts@wilkes.net
1000 bookbags.
Pastor Karen welcomes you to call or
Donations: We have had 4 significant donations this last week.
text any time you have need.
1. A team member continues to shop for us from afar. She dropped off 4
 Pastor’s Office: Currently, Pastor
stuffed boxes, one of which was all flannel.
Karen's office is in the parsonage to
facilitate a safer working environment 2. We picked up 3 large boxes of shop towels from Samaritan’s Purse to be
by limiting the number of people in
cut up for LuoPad inserts.
the Education building during COVID19.
 Pastor’s Office Hours: Pastor Karen is 3. A team member donated boxes of fabric pieces as well as several bolts
of fabric. The great thing about the fabric pieces is that they are big
available for visits and consultation
Monday—Thursday, 8am until 5pm.
enough for a dress or 2 and we instantly have lots of variety!
Evening appointments are available
4. Thursday Aaron and I went to the Resource Warehouse in Hickory to
when requested. Last minute calls and
pick up heavier fabric for the backpacks.
appointments are always welcome.
Friday is Pastor’s Sabbath day and
All donations are so very helpful to this ministry! Thank you! If you are
Saturdays are her day off. If you have
interested in helping, email tanyashire@aol.com.
an emergency on Friday or Saturday,
please call or text and she will return
contact as soon as possible or designate an on-call person to do so.
 COVID Safety: Pastor Karen offers
many options for visits and meetings
such as using her front porch, the
picnic shelter, an outdoor cafe, phone
calls, Zoom calls, or masked in-person
meetings at a location of your choice.

Youth: Donnie & Angila Thornton
dthornton7530@gmail.com
Music Ministry: Jim Brooks
jimbrooks973@gmail.com
Secretary: Regina Williams
wumcadmin@wilkes.net
Treasurer: Glenda Pierce
(336)466-3184 Call/Text
treasurer@wilkes.net
 Treasurer’s Office Schedule: Each
Tuesday in December.

RISE AGAINST HUNGER
Envisioning a world without hunger, Ray Buchanan, a
United Methodist minister, founded Stop Hunger Now. In
2017, Stop Hunger Now rebranded to become Rise
Against Hunger. Visit www.riseagainsthunger.org to learn more such as:
RAH “supports safety net programs that provide nourishment as well as
additional skills training or services that support the difficult journey out of
poverty.”
RAH provides highly nutritious dehydrated packaged meals comprised of
rice, soy, vegetables, and 23 essential vitamins and minerals. The meals
are used primarily to support school feeding programs in developing countries. Hunger is the common thread among the world’s most challenging
issues. Targeting hunger, specifically by supporting school feeding programs, leverages support to other causes including poverty, disease, education, and the welfare of women + children.
The Wilkesboro United Methodist family annually band together to help in
this mission project. The goal is to raise $6800, which will provide 20,000
meals. Your financial gift to WUMC/memo RAH and help with the meal
packaging event Sunday, February 20, 2022 is welcomed.
SEEKING ORGANIST/PIANIST to play Sunday mornings for worship,
other special services, and to accompany the choir. Please mail a
résumé with cover letter and three references to Wilkesboro UMC,
attention SPRC Chairperson, or WUMCadmin@wilkes.net.
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WILKES CIRCLES OF CARE, Inc., a non-profit agency serving the residents of Wilkes County, is a collaborative effort between adults
committed to getting out of poverty and community members who
are willing to work with them on their journey.
If you have an interest in helping our neighbors living in poverty become selfsufficient and would like to know how you can help, contact Gretchen Barelski, 336-667-9450, wilkescircles@gmail.com, or visit
www.wilkescirclesofcare.com.

BLANKETS FOR KIDS
Annual Youth Project:
Blankets are purchased, then distributed to Moravian Falls
Elementary students in December. If you would like to help,
please indicate “Blankets” on
your gift to WUMC.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY—UMW
Our UMW has been invited as guests to the UMM fellowship meal on Tuesday - December 7th in the Fellowship
Hall at 6pm. Please bring a $10 unwrapped toy to dinner
with you for donation to Hope Ministries. The UMW will
not have a members’ meeting in December.
The UMW Executive Committee will have a meeting on December 7th in the
Ecclesia classroom at 5pm.
On Tuesday, January 4th, the UMW members will meet at 6:30pm in the
Ecclesia classroom for the 2022 Officers to be sworn in.
Happy Holidays! Merry Christmas from our families to yours. We look forward to doing many things with you in 2022.

GREETING CARDS
A diverse assortment
of greeting cards
are available in the
Heritage Room with a donation
to the UMW Sunshine Fund
that helps local missions.
Suggested donation is $1/card
but any donation amount is
welcomed. Please place in the
collection jar provided.

Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. Romans 12:13

MEN’S MINISTRY—UMM
Can you believe 2021 is coming to an end? What a year it
has been. Amid all of the challenges with Covid, learning
how to find our way despite a pandemic, figuring out how
to congregate safely (worshipping outdoors and online)...
...we overcame challenges and continued in "Sharing the Good News of Jesus
Christ, Comforting the troubled, and Embracing God’s love."
But what did we actually accomplish during 2021 you ask? Looking back on
2021, the UMM held the 15th Annual Wayburn Clonch Memorial Golf Tournament, held a church work day where we gave our church a little TLC, provided gifts for this year's high school graduates, provided 276 ice cream
goodies to Moravian Falls Elementary School’s Beach Blast, as well as donating to the Paper Drive for the school, donated to the Boy Scouts, helped
support our amazing Sewing Bee group, provided support to Shepherd's
Household, bought a sound board for use during our outdoor worship services, helped in replacing an ice maker, created a plaque in honor of David
Taylor—hanging proudly outside the kitchen, donated box fans to Wilkes
Ministry of h.o.p.e., donated to Wilkes ADAP, Wilkes Circles of Care, compiled food items to donate to the Homeless Shelter as well as a monetary
donation, helped provide to the Honduras Agape Foundation, sponsored a
Food Drive for Samaritan Kitchen of Wilkes—pound for pound, donated to
Hope Ministries, providing a work/fellowship opportunity for a young man in
need, a graduation gift for Max Groce as he continues on his life journey. Whew! Try to say all that in one breath. You just tried to say that all in
one breath, didn't you?
The Men typically take December off but we just can't help ourselves this
year. We have invited the UMW to our December 7th meeting, to share a
meal with them in the Fellowship Hall at 6pm. We will be bringing a $10 unwrapped toy for donation to Hope Ministries and enjoy fellowship with the
UMW. What a wonderful way to round out the year as we get excited for
the upcoming new year.
In the same way, let your light shine before others,
that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16

STAMP MINISTRY
The Alliance Stamp
Ministry provides Sunday school materials
translated and distributed to
nearly 40 denominations in almost 20 Latino countries by
funds received from the sale of
cancelled stamps.
COLLECT THE STAMPS YOU
RECEIVE ON CHRISTMAS CARD
ENVELOPES!

Join in this mission by placing
cancelled stamps in the collection box labeled “Stamp Ministry” in the Education building.
 Dealers require a 1/4” or
1/3” border around. If less,
the stamp will still be accepted, but at a lower price.
 Damaged (torn/wrinkled) are
usable.
 Non-cancelled regular stamps
fixed to envelope are usable,
except for 1 cent stamps.
 Metered postage - not usable.
HONDURAS MISSION
5/22—6/03/2022
Financial gifts to
WUMC with
memo “Honduras” welcomed.
Thanks to all for your support!
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WILKESBORO
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
exists to share the good news of Jesus Christ,
comfort the troubled and embrace God’s love.
Sundays
10:00am Worship
10:45am Sunday School
Wednesdays
NO Bible Study in December
5 Sun
7 Tue
12 Sun
14 Tue
19 Sun
24 Fri
25 Sat
26 Sun
27 Mon

DECEMBER 2021
10:00a Worship
10:45a Sunday School
10:45a CALLED Charge Conference, p. 1
5:00p UMW Executive Committee, p. 3
6:00p UMM, p. 3
10:00a Worship
10:45a Sunday School
11:30a Keenagers, p. 1
10:00a Worship
10:45a Sunday School
6:00p A Christmas Eve Homecoming, p. 1, 4
Communion & Candlelight Service
Merry Christmas!
10:00a Worship
10:45a Sunday School
Church Office Closed
in observance of Christmas Day

STAY CONNECTED
Updates and communication are
provided via Letters from Our Pastor
on www.WilkesboroUMC.com + mail,
email “Updates”, and occasional
phone tree messages as needed to
help each other Stay Connected!
Contact the church office if you need help connecting :)
Sunday Worship @ 10am
Sanctuary In-Person, Facebook and YouTube
Sunday School
 When SS is Virtual class @ 9am via Zoom
 When SS is In-Person class @ 10:45am, fellowship hall
(immediately follows end of Worship service)
NO Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study in December
Reach Out by phone, postal mail, email sharing expressions of love, encouragement, and prayers. Simply let
someone know you are thinking of them.
NOTE for ALL Meetings: WUMC follows safety protocols
as issued by WUMC Trustees, The UMC, CDC and State of
NC. Information is shared via email and the church website
under “Worship”. The WUMC Trustees Committee assess
COVID19 response and protocols on a continual basis.

A CHRISTMAS EVE HOMECOMING
Come Home for Christmas as we gather
and celebrate our long held tradition of
Communion and Candlelight on Christmas
Eve at 6 p.m. in our Sanctuary.
*Face coverings are required.

WHAT IS ADVENT?
The season of Advent, which comes
from the Latin word adventus meaning “coming” or “visit," begins four
Sundays before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve.
During Advent, we prepare for, and anticipate, the
coming of Christ. We remember the longing of Jews
for a Messiah and our own longing for, and need of,
forgiveness, salvation and a new beginning.
As we look back and celebrate the birth of Jesus in a
humble stable in Bethlehem, we also look forward—
anticipating the second coming of Christ as the fulfillment of all that was promised by his first coming.
One of the ways we reflect on Advent in communal
worship is by utilizing an Advent wreath--a simple
wreath surrounding four exterior candles and one central candle. The four exterior candles represent the
hallmarks of a renewed creation: hope, peace, joy, and
love. The central candle represents the presence of
Christ. Each Sunday, one more of the exterior candles
is lit. Finally, the Christ candle is lit as a reminder of
Christ’s ongoing presence.
INSERT ENCLOSED:
Thank You, Prayer Concerns, December Celebrations,
Moravian Falls Elementary—Special Announcement,
Project Agape Report, and more….

Wilkesboro United Methodist Church
309 W. Main Street / PO Box 197, Wilkesboro, NC 28697
(336)818-0552 * Monday—Friday * 9am—3pm
www.wilkesboroumc.com
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