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The Witness
Monthly Newsletter of Wilkesboro United Methodist Church
FROM OUR PASTOR
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified.
Luke 2:8-9
I can’t believe I missed Christmas…again. Last year, Jim
Brooks and I stood in an empty sanctuary and tried to
garner enough Christmas enthusiasm to record worship services for Christmas that would give the feeling
of “normal” in the midst of a world that was so abnormal, it was frightening. We put up a smaller tree, we
cut back on the celebrations, we lamented our loss of
tradition, and we held out hope that next year, 2021,
would be different. Thanks be to God, it was…and I
missed it.
The Christmas for which I had waited and hoped was
finally here, and I got sick. While I was thankful that it
wasn’t COVID, it was a highly contagious respiratory
infection that prompted the doctor to quarantine Tim
and me, forbidding us from attending our Christmas
Eve services, and leaving us both with enough illness
that the Sunday after Christmas was out as well. I lay
on my sofa in the parsonage, listening to John Henry
ring the bell for worship, and I could imagine the stir of
excitement that builds in our sanctuary as people
gather. I could hear the echoes of the sweet conversations that take place, the way we question one another as to health and happiness, I could envision Jim
settling the last details with the choir, Markus going
over the final needs of the technical issues, and the
little bit of chaos appeared quite calm under the glow
of the lights – the Moravian Star – the Chrismon Tree –
the candles in the windows.
Light has always been important to Christmas, perhaps
because so much of Christmas happens in darkness.
From sundown on Christmas Eve, we anticipate the
magical moment of the holy family settled in an animal
stall, Mary in labor, Jesus set to arrive, and on a
hillside nearby, shepherds lay in the grass, keeping
watch on their flock as they gaze up at the stars in the
sky. It is in the darkness that light bursts forth, the angels appear, the good news is shared, and the shepherds find that the world, that has thus far been a big
disappointment, has something to hope for after all.
This year, even before I knew I would be sick on Christmas, I decided not to decorate for Christmas. No one
was coming to my home, no one would see it. But
then one day I found myself dragging the heavy boxes
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OLDER ADULT MINISTRY
Join the Keenagers this month for two
opportunities to fellowship:
 Tuesday, January 11th @ 11:30am
for lunch at Applebee’s in Wilkesboro.
 Tuesday, January 25th @ 9:30am for trip to Old
Town Soap Co. in China Grove. Visit their website to
learn more: www.oldtownsoapco.com

out of the basement and putting my tree together. I
almost didn’t even put any ornaments on it and in
that moment realized it wasn’t the decorations that
prompted me to get the tree out in the first place….it
was the light. I love the lights that adorn the tree.
Every night in this now weeklong illness I have sat
with all the other house lights out and only the lights
of the Christmas tree to see by. Those lights have
comforted me. Those lights have reminded me of my
youth. When my parents had long given up on pretending that Christmas could be a joyous affair, my
sister and I would sneak into my papaw’s woodshed,
borrow his axe, and climb the mountain behind our
home searching for a Christmas tree. We would labor
to cut it down, pull it back home, set it up and string it
with as many lights as we could find. My sister and I
are very different, never seeing the world in the same
way, but at Christmas none of that mattered. We
would lay on the floor with our heads under that tree
and look up at the lights and talk…talk about everything….talk about all the things we failed to talk about
the rest of the year…talk about our disappointments
and our hopes.
As you gathered for worship on Christmas Eve, I was
sitting under the lights of a tree reflecting upon my
own disappointments and hopes and thinking about
that first Christmas, those first shepherds, sitting under the light of a billion stars, talking about their own
disappointments and hopes. I realized there is rarely a
magical, perfect Christmas moment – but isn’t that
the point? Isn’t that really the power of Christmas,
that in the midst of our disappointments in a life that
is never quite what we want it to be, there is hope…
there is light in the darkness…a baby in a manger…a
new King for an old world. Maybe that is the truth the
Angels sang about when they said, “fear not”…even in
our disappointment that things are not as we know
they should be, there is always the hope of things to
come…of God with us…of light bursting forth in the
darkness.
May the light of hope illuminate your new year,
Pastor Karen

2

all funds giving report
12/05
$ 7,085.40
12/12
$ 8,304.00
12/19
$ 4,962.00
12/26
$ 7,317.00
Administrative Council meeting
minutes, Treasurer Reports, and
CALLED CHARGE CONFERENCE
12/05/21 Minutes
are available in the Sanctuary
narthex and on the website
(via the Newsletter page under
“CHURCH BUSINESS”).
Pastor: Karen Roberts
(336)293-3697
karenroberts@wilkes.net

COVID PROTOCOLS: With the rise in COVID cases we must be ever vigilant in
our precautions. Our Bishop and his Cabinet have released a new set of guidelines in order to promote health and safety in this challenging time. As you plan
your church activities - please keep these guidelines in mind....
 Wear a mask while indoors, even if you are fully vaccinated.
 Practice social distancing while indoors to avoid unmasked extended contact
(spending longer than 15 min., less than 3ft from those outside your “pod”).
 Stay home if you do not feel well. Get tested if you have COVID-19 symptoms,
or if you have had close contact with someone with confirmed COVID-19.
 Singing in worship is acceptable but masks should be worn, especially if socially distancing during worship is difficult. Use of hymnals , bulletins is ok.
 Minimize the serving of food and beverages so as not to encourage removing
masks to eat or drink unless socially distanced.
 Encourage getting the booster for those who can. (CDC.gov)
 Continue to encourage the use of hand sanitizer and proper hand washing.
If we all work together we can minimize the risk for everyone.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY—UMW
Happy New Year! We have been saying this for a couple of
Pastor Karen welcomes you to call or
weeks already. Do we say it because it is what everyone
text any time you have need.
else says or because it's expected of us? Society goes all
 Pastor’s Office: Currently, Pastor
out for Halloween and Thanksgiving is like a small bump in
Karen's office is in the parsonage to
the
road
and
then
Christmas decorations are put up and out. People at least
facilitate a safer working environment
some go crazy buying everything and anything that will sit still long enough
by limiting the number of people in
the Education building during COVID19. to be purchased. If you watch Hallmark movies the media shows everybody
 Pastor’s Office Hours: Pastor Karen is can buy anything they want, the beautiful perfect people have problems but
available for visits and consultation
they always work it out, or the perfect couple gets caught under the mistle
Monday—Thursday, 8am until 5pm.
toe and of course they kiss and the snowflakes begin to fall on them and it
Evening appointments are available
seals the romance we were all routing for.
when requested. Last minute calls and
These movies do something to us and not all of it good. Christmas is the
appointments are always welcome.
most depressing time of the year for so many people. They do not have the
Friday is Pastor’s Sabbath day and
Saturdays are her day off. If you have
money to buy presents. They can’t afford food and rent for the month. I
an emergency on Friday or Saturday,
mean they don’t have it the other 11 months of the year so why would peoplease call or text and she will return
ple think that it changes in December. These individuals choose to go deepcontact as soon as possible or desiger in debt, do nothing at all or grow more depressed. I remember going to
nate an on-call person to do so.
school and not knowing what to say when my friends would say “what did
 COVID Safety: Pastor Karen offers
you get?” and “what did Santa bring you?” It’s not easy facing this in the
many options for visits and meetings
New Year.
such as using her front porch, the
picnic shelter, an outdoor cafe, phone Let’s talk about the new year. People ask if you have made any “New Year’s
calls, Zoom calls, or masked in-person resolutions?” Most of us do and most of us break them. Ask anyone who
meetings at a location of your choice.
works or runs a gym and they will tell you that January is their biggest month
of the year with less than 10% still working out a few weeks later. We decide
Youth: Donnie & Angila Thornton
to read our Bible daily and somehow that one even doesn’t last that long.
dthornton7530@gmail.com
We over sleep or we run late. We plan to do it later and somehow; we reMusic Ministry: Jim Brooks
member it when we cut out the light as we are going to bed.
jimbrooks973@gmail.com
What type of New Year’s Resolutions should we reach for? If you regularly
Secretary: Regina Williams
pledge a dollar amount to the missions of your choice how about doubling it
wumcadmin@wilkes.net
this year or increasing it by 50%. Have you thought about working with the
Treasurer: Glenda Pierce
youth group and help out there or teaching a children’s Sunday school?
(336)466-3184 Call/Text
Commit to a Sunday to be in the nursery. Think about joining the hometreasurer@wilkes.net
bound ministry or a non-profit in our community. Believe me they will not
 Treasurer’s Office Schedule: Every
turn you away. If you enjoy cooking (and your good at it) make a meal for
Tuesday, unless otherwise informed.
Wilkes Circles of Care. Let’s make some changes that will make a difference
in the lives of others. Not only will they be blessed today but maybe for
months to come and you too will be blessed. Prayerfully it could change
Christmas 2022 for many people.
On Tuesday, January 4th, the UMW members will meet at 6:30pm in the
Ecclesia classroom for the 2022 Officers to be sworn in.
Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. Romans 12:13
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RISE AGAINST HUNGER
Envisioning a world without hunger, Ray Buchanan, a United
Methodist minister, founded Stop Hunger Now. In 2017, Stop
Hunger Now rebranded to become Rise Against Hunger. Visit
www.riseagainsthunger.org to learn more such as: RAH “supports safety net
programs that provide nourishment as well as additional skills training or services that support the difficult journey out of poverty.”
RAH provides highly nutritious dehydrated packaged meals comprised of rice,
soy, vegetables, and 23 essential vitamins and minerals. The meals are used
primarily to support school feeding programs in developing countries. Hunger
is the common thread among the world’s most challenging issues. Targeting
hunger, specifically by supporting school feeding programs, leverages support
to other causes including poverty, disease, education, and the welfare of
women + children.
The Wilkesboro United Methodist family annually band together to help in
this mission project. The goal is to raise $6800, which will provide 20,000
meals. Your financial gift to WUMC/memo RAH and help with the meal packaging event Sunday, February 20, 2022 is welcomed.
SEWING BEE
The Sewing Bee announces goals for 2022! For production, we expect
to make 1000 dresses, 1000 shorts, 1200 bookbags, 1200 backpacks
(new), and 4000 LuoPads. Our next session is Saturday, January 8,
from 9am to Noon focusing on backpacks.
For distribution, which is still challenging, the Rise Against Hunger organization will take 1000 bookbags at the meal packaging event February 20. We
also have ten 55-gallon barrels to fill and distribute, destinations TBD.
Thanks to the entire church family for hours of work and generous financial
support!
MEN’S MINISTRY—UMM
In November's newsletter we listed many of the tasks we
worked on this year. Amid all of the challenges with Covid,
learning how to find our way despite a pandemic, figuring out
how to congregate safely (worshiping outdoors and
online)...we overcame challenges and continued in "Sharing the Good News
of Jesus Christ, Comforting the troubled, and Embracing God’s love." Looking back on the huge list of accomplishments, we had to Celebrate the Successes.
The UMM typically takes the month of December off however sometimes we
just can't help ourselves. We had a wonderful opportunity to Celebrate the
Successes by inviting the UWM to share in the festivities and a great meal. In
the spirit of Kool and the Gang, sing it with me "Celebrate good times, come
on. Let's celebrate. Celebrate good times, come on. Let's celebrate. There's a
party going on right here. A celebration to last throughout the years. So
bring your good times and your laughter too. We gonna celebrate and party
with you, come on now...". That song will be stuck in your heads now, as it
should be. At our celebration we gathered a tableful of unwrapped toys for
Hope Ministries and gift cards for the homeless shelter and ate entirely too
much great food. I know I ate so much I thought I might need to be rolled out
of the fellowship hall.
Tuesday’s meeting is cancelled— scheduled for January 4th, 2021, 6pm.

STAMP MINISTRY
Since October 2021,
the Alliance Stamp
Ministry sold $23,000
worth of stamps. This ministry
uses funds received from the
sale of cancelled stamps to provide Sunday school materials
translated and distributed to
nearly 40 denominations in almost 20 Latino countries.
Thank you to all who continue
to join this mission by placing
cancelled stamps in the collection box labeled “Stamp Ministry” in the Education building.
updated information:
 “USA Non-profit Org” and 1
cent stamps are not usable.









Dealers require a 1/4” or
1/3” border around. If less,
the stamp will still be accepted, but at a lower price.
Damaged (torn/wrinkled) are
usable.
Non-cancelled regular stamps
fixed to envelope are usable.
Metered postage is not usable.

GREETING CARDS
A diverse assortment
of greeting cards
are available in the
Heritage Room with a donation
to the UMW Sunshine Fund
that helps local missions.
Suggested donation is $1/card
but any donation amount is
welcomed. Please place in the
collection jar provided.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Youth are meeting
Wednesday evenings.
Contact Donnie &
Angila Thornton to
learn more.
In the same way, let your light shine before others, dthornton7530@gmail.com

that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16
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WILKESBORO
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
exists to share the good news of Jesus Christ,
comfort the troubled and embrace God’s love.
Sundays
10:00am Worship
10:45am Sunday School resumes 1/09
Wednesdays
6:30pm Adult Bible Study resumes 1/12
JANUARY 2022
1 Sat Happy New Year!
2 Sun 10:00a Worship
3 Mon Church Office Closed
in observance of New Year’s Day
4 Tue 6:00p UMM, p. 3
6:30p UMW, p. 2 CANCELLED
5 Wed 6:00p Administrative Council
9 Sun 10:00a Worship
10:45a Sunday School resumes
11 Tue 11:30a Keenagers, p. 1
6:00p Staff Parish Relations Committee
12 Wed 6:30p Adult Bible Study resumes
16 Sun 10:00a Worship
10:45a Sunday School
17 Mon Church Office Closed
in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
20 Thu 6:30p Finance Committee
23 Sun 10:00a Worship
10:45a Sunday School
25 Tue 9:30a Keenagers, p. 1
30 Sun 10:00a Worship
10:45a Sunday School
STAY CONNECTED
Updates and communication are
provided via Letters from Our Pastor on
www.WilkesboroUMC.com + mail,
email “Updates”, and occasional phone
tree messages as needed to help each other Stay Connected! Contact the church office if you need
help connecting :)
Sunday Worship @ 10am
Sanctuary In-Person, Facebook and YouTube
Sunday School resumes 1/09
 When SS is Virtual class @ 9am via Zoom
 When SS is In-Person class @ 10:45am, fellowship hall
(immediately follows end of Worship service)
Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study resumes 1/12
6:30pm Class by Zoom. Details shared by email/mail.
Reach Out by phone, postal mail, email sharing expressions of love, encouragement, and prayers. Simply let
someone know you are thinking of them.
NOTE for ALL Meetings: WUMC follows safety protocols
as issued by WUMC Trustees, The UMC, CDC and State of
NC. Information is shared via email and the church website
under “Worship”. The WUMC Trustees Committee assess
COVID19 response and protocols on a continual basis.
Page 2 includes current protocols to follow.

GUARDIAN
AD LITEM
TRAINING
MORE ADVOCATES NEEDED: There are over 70 children in District 23 who do not have a GAL Child Advocate appointed to BE THEIR VOICE! The need is currently greatest in Wilkes and Yadkin Counties. There
are 30+ children in Wilkes and 25+ in Yadkin who still
need a volunteer from the community to step up and
be their GAL Advocate! Please consider becoming a
GAL for the children in these counties.
 Volunteers are trained as child advocates for
abused and neglected children.
 Child advocates and attorneys work together to
champion children’s needs in court.
 Child advocates promote a safe and permanent
home for children.
GAL Guide Virtual Training
Tuesdays, 1/18 & 1/25 from 5:30-7:30pm.
RSVP: jessica.c.bryant@nccourts.org
or call 336-651-4421. Deadline to register: 1/12
INSERT ENCLOSED CONTAINS:
Amen Corner, Prayer Concerns, January Celebrations

Wilkesboro United Methodist Church
309 W. Main Street / PO Box 197, Wilkesboro, NC 28697
(336)818-0552 * Monday—Friday * 9am—3pm
www.wilkesboroumc.com
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